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Macarthur had made alterations and additions to Elizabeth Farm, so his 
political rival Wentworth changed and extended Vaucluse on several 
occasions after buying it at auction in 1827, two years before his marriage 
to Sarah Cox. Unlike her husband, Sarah remained very much in the 
background. Daughter of an emancipist blacksmith, she was never 
accepted by the high society of the colony. The house that Wentworth 
bought had been altered beyond recognition before the final addition 
of the iron verandah in 1861-62. Thanks to great foresight on some-
body's part, it was acquired by the Government in 1910, thus preserving 
the home of Australia's first statesman. 
All of the 33 participants in the excursion were grateful to Mrs. 
McCarthy for organizing this interest-packed day. 
JUNE MEETING 
WOLLONGONG PUBLIC SCHOOL: One hundred years of history. 
To serve a town with a population of about 800, the first Wollongong 
Public School was erected in 1840 at the corner of Crown and Kembla 
Streets on a site formerly used as a burial ground. Having weathered a 
public dispute between the contractor and the bricklayer, the building 
remained empty for another ten years due to sectarian bickering about 
the rei igious instruction segment of the Irish National School Syllabus. 
Eventually it opened in 1851. 
Once established, the school soon developed a reputation for excellence 
which, thanks largely to the high quality of its teachers, it has enjoyed 
ever since. 
By 1880, the building being in poor shape as well as inadequate for 
a growing town, a decision was made to erect a new school on the present 
site in Smith St. The formal opening of this new school in January 1885 
caused another storm because the School Board neglected to invite the 
public; even the Mayor, W.J. Wiseman, found out about it by accident 
and went along of his own accord. Not all was up to standard on the new 
site either: the playground was badly drained; seepage from the toilets 
contaminated the drinking water in the well; and four years later the 
Principal, Amos Lane, was complaining that the residence still lacked 
bathroom, laundry and stove. Back in Crown St. another argument 
developed about the use of the old site which the Department of 
Education had failed to secure legally. Eventually, for the princely sum 
of five pounds ($10) this passed to the Wollongong Council which 
promptly erected on it the first Town Hall. 
Despite the children having to carry drinking water to school, educa-
tional standards remained high and the school gradually grew through 
the stages of Superior Public School (1892), District School (1905), and 
Intermediate High School (1920), with more buildings being added until 
by 1943 the school served 2,000 pupils, many of them in portables and 
halls around the town. A hiccough occurred in 1919 when the school 
was closed for three months during the 'flu epidemic, the building being 
lllawarra Historical Society July 37 
used as a hospital. After World War II, the secondary sections were 
gradually hived off and the primary school remained. 
Stories of some legendary teachers, such as Miss Reid, Mr. Bowyer and 
Mrs. "Red Cross" Brown touched the hearts of those present, especially 
the ex-pupils. One of these, Mrs. Hilde Shaw, moved a vote of thanks 
to Mrs. Ward for her scholarly yet entertaining talk. 
PUBLIC INSTRUCTION REPORT 
Having just heard about the history of Wollongong Public School, 
this may be the appropriate time to reprint the report under the above 
heading which appeared in the lllawarra Mercury of 22nd July 1886: 
From the report of the Minister of Public Instruction, for the year 
1885, we take the following interesting particulars:-
Children on Roll Expenditure from 
Name of School Boys Girls Public Funds 
Albion Park 24 18 £159 19 8 
Appin 25 32 203 15 1 
Berkeley 24 21 220 7 10 
Bulgo 31 24 172 1 4 
Bulli 98 84 431 15 0 
Bulli Mountain 14 25 186 17 5 
Bulli North 44 49 185 9 5 
Charcoal Creek 37 45 297 1 4 
Clifton 75 73 363 18 2 
Cordeau x River 19 5 112 6 9 
Dapto 21 23 151 1 10 
Dapto West 36 41 228 5 7 
Fairy Meadow 60 52 396 3 1 
Goondarin Creek 11 12 300 10 10 
Jamberoo 65 66 321 18 2 
Kiama 165 154 1180 3 6 
Marshall Mount 38 27 328 2 1 
Mount Keira 99 86 704 11 4 
Mount Kembla 61 43 381 10 11 
Peterborough 34 30 292 17 7 
Shell harbour 47 48 260 16 6 
Stockyard Mountain 12 16 132 12 6 
Tullimbar 19 31 202 1 9 
Wollongong 213 204 1232 18 1 
Woonona 85 105 1271 19 11 
The expenditure from public funds includes salaries, books and 
apparatus, travelling expenses, buildings, rent, furniture and etc. 
